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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-7, 10-11, 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wood '980 in view of Miller '902. Wood discloses an interactive 
educational toy containing most of the claimed elements including with reference to 
claims 1 and 17, attaching (as required by claim 10) an indicium (letters 26) containing 
structure including an indicium and a first attachment element (cols. 3-4, lines 67 and 1 , 
respectively), a base unit (book 10 and card 34) including a housing (portions 12, 14 
,16) having a first attachment element (cols. 3-4, lines 67 and 1, respectively), a 
receiving region (area 12), a speaker (20) coupled to a processor (col. 5, lines 25-36), a 
reader coupled to the processor unit (col. 4, lines 48-49). The indicium being three- 
dimensional, as required by claim 3, is described in col. 3, lines 59-60. The indicium 
being letters representing the alphabet, as required by claims 4 and 5, are shown in 
figure 1 as letters 26. Indicium containing structure comprising a part of an animal, as 
required by claim 6, is shown in figure 4A as animal 77. The base unit including a 
window that is cooperatively structured to receive a back structure of the indicium 
containing structure, as required by claims 7 and 15, are shown as recesses 28. The 
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step of pressing the indicium after attachment, as required by claim 1 1 , is described at 
col. 5, lines 47-52. A memory unit, as required by claims 13 and 16, is described in col. 
3, lines 17-20 and col. 5, lines 31-33. The base unit comprising a window sized to 
receive two or more indicium containing structures (window 35), as required by claims 
14, is show in figure 1. 

Wood lacks the teaching of a second attachment element coupled to the housing 
as required by claim 1 , where the second attachment element is a magnet as required 
by claim 2 and the step of attaching the base unit to a vertical surface as required by 
claim 10. However, Miller discloses an educational toy which teaches that it is known to 
provide such toys with an attachment element on the rear surface for the purpose of 
attaching the device to a vertical surface (col. 4, lines 12-18). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the claimed, invention 
to have provided the rear surface of the educational toy of Wood with an attachment 
element for the purpose of attaching the toy to a vertical surface so that the toy may not 
be mishandled by users who have limited dexterity. 

Claims 2, 12 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wood '980 and Miller '902, as stated above, and further in view of 
Pridgen '175. Wood, as modified by Miller, discloses all of the claimed features, as 
stated above, and further including ordered indicium being the alphabet as required by 
claims 18-19 (figure 1, indicium 26 and card 33, where sequencing is touched upon in 
col. 5, lines 30-33). Audio associated with the indicium is described at col. 5, lines 33- 
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36. The references fail to teach the second attachment element being a magnet as 
required by claims 2 and 17 and attachment of the device to a refrigerator door as 
required by claim 12. However, Pridgen discloses an interactive educational toy which 
teaches that it is know to use a variety of attachment elements located at the rear 
surface of the toy housing including a magnet for the purpose of attachment to a variety 
of surfaces including a refrigerator (col. 2, lines 1-5 and col. 2, lines 41-44). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to utilize a magnet as an attachment element with the toy of 
Wood, as modified by Miller, for the purpose of attaching to a variety of surfaces 
including a refrigerator. 

Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wood '980 and Miller '902, as stated above, and further in view of Lee et al '255. Wood, 
as modified by Miller above, discloses most of the claimed element as stated above, 
and further including that the indicium back structure may cooperate with the touch 
sensitive surface of the housing (10) through a variety of means (col. 4, lines 11-21). 
Lee discloses an interactive educational device, like that of Wood, which teaches that it 
is know to utilize a structural code on the indicium (figure 40) in order to depress 
upwardly biased switches (45). Therefore it would have been obvious to utilize structural 
code and upwardly biased depressible switches in the toy of Wood since Wood clearly 
states that his switches may be any type of switch and activated in any desired manner 
(col. 4, lines 11-21). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dmitry Suhol whose telephone number is 571-272-4430. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Friday 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on (571)272-4419. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Dmitry Suhol 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 
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